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Primary CarePrimary Care

Advanced CareAdvanced Care

Intermediate CareIntermediate Care

Critical CareCritical Care

Foreign Body Airway Obstruction (Choking)

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED

CHOKINGCHOKING PRIMARY SURVEYPRIMARY SURVEY

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Time Critical: Transport Priority 1

Notify receiving facility

Patient Stable: Transport

Via normal road conditions

RESPONSIVE
UNRESPONSIVE

NO

YES

Effective 

Cough

Severe Airway 

Obstruction
Responsive

NO

NO

YES

YES

Mild Airway 

Obstruction

Encourage coughing

Continue to check patient until 

recovery or deterioration

Consider urgent transport

Start CPRStart CPR
Commence

back-blows

Commence

back-blows

Effective

Give chest thrustsGive chest thrusts

Effective

Try to VentilateTry to Ventilate

Consider:

Suction

Consider:

Suction

Consider 

Cricothyrotomy

Consider 

Cricothyrotomy

Consider: 

Laryngoscope & 

Magill Forceps

Consider: 

Laryngoscope & 

Magill Forceps
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