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Primary CarePrimary Care

Advanced CareAdvanced Care

Intermediate CareIntermediate Care

Critical CareCritical Care

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED

Jellyfish & Fish Envenomation

JELLYFISH & FISH ENVENOMATION IDENTIFIED

PRIMARY SURVEY

with c-spine consideration

PRIMARY SURVEY

with c-spine consideration

Consider patient positioningConsider patient positioningApply reassuranceApply reassurance
Keep patient at rest and limit 

movement where possible

Keep patient at rest and limit 

movement where possible

Time Critical: Transport

Priority 1

Patient Stable: Transport

Via normal road conditions

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Establish IV accessEstablish IV access

Re-evaluate
Re-consider:

Patient positioning

Re-consider:

Patient positioning

Consider cardiac monitoringConsider cardiac monitoring

Secondary / CNS 

Survey as required

Secondary / CNS 

Survey as required

Manage Trauma as requiredManage Trauma as required

Obtain pre-hospital 

blood sample

Obtain pre-hospital 

blood sample

Consider pain relief

as required

Consider pain relief

as required

Consider Ondansetron 

as required

Consider Ondansetron 

as required

Commence CPR

if no signs of life

Commence CPR

if no signs of life

Manage anaphylaxis

if identified

Manage anaphylaxis

if identified

Administer oxygen if 

supporting ventilation or 

otherwise indicated

Administer oxygen if 

supporting ventilation or 

otherwise indicated

Assist ventilations if 

necessary

Assist ventilations if 

necessary

Consider airway adjunct

OPA / NPA

Consider airway adjunct

OPA / NPA

Perform 

Vital Sign Survey

Perform 

Vital Sign Survey

ENVENOMATION 

TYPE

• Remove visible tentacles and rinse well with 

SEA water (NOT fresh water).

• Where possible, place the stung area in water 

as hot as the patient can comfortably tolerate 

for 20 minutes

• If pain not relieved by heat or hot water 

unavailable, apply cold pack

NON-TROPICAL JELLYFISH

• Liberally douse area with vinegar for 30sec to 

neutralize stinging cells

• If no vinegar available, remove tentacles with 

gloved hand; wash area with SEA water

• Antivenom available for some box jellyfish

• Transport URGENTLY

TROPICAL JELLYFISH

• Treat hemorrhage/impaled object if req’d

• If stung on a limb, immerse stung area in water 

as hot as the patient can comfortably tolerate

VENOMOUS FISH

Use cold compress to reduce pain and 

swelling at the site if specific treatment 

cannot be carried out

UNABLE TO PERFORM OTHER Tx
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