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Primary Care

Advanced Care

Intermediate Care

Critical Care

Poisons & Overdoses

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED

POISON OR OVERDOSE 

IDENTIFIED

PRIMARY SURVEY

Time Critical: Transport

Priority 1

Patient Stable: Transport

Via normal road conditions

Commence CPR

if no signs of life

Consider patient positioningApply reassurance

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Re-evaluate
Re-consider:

Patient positioning

Perform Vital Sign Survey

particularly BSL, SpO2, GCS
Apply cardiac monitoring

Specific management

Consider advanced airway 

as required

OPA

Basic airway management

Administer oxygen 

if indicated

Ventilate if necessary

Suction if required

NPA

Establish IV access

Consider prehospital bloods 

sample collection

Perform 12-lead ECG

Perform Secondary / CNS 

Survey as required
Manage Trauma as required

Do NOT induce vomiting or 

attempt to neutralise acid/alkali

· Manage hypothermia 

as required

· Manage opioid overdose 

as required

· Manage hypoglycaemia 

as required

· Manage hyperthermia 

as required

· Manage shock as 

required

· Mx cardiac dysrhythmia 

as required

Consider transcutaneous 

pacing as required

Consider Cyanokit as required 

for cyanide poisoning

Consider Duodote as req’d for 

organophosphate poisoning

· Mx organophosphate 

poisoning as required
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https://clinical.stjohnwa.com.au/clinical-practice-guidelines/toxicology/poisons-overdoses
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