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Primary CarePrimary Care

Advanced CareAdvanced Care

Intermediate CareIntermediate Care

Critical CareCritical Care

Burn Trauma

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED

BURN TRAUMA IDENTIFIED

PRIMARY SURVEY

with c-spine consideration

PRIMARY SURVEY

with c-spine consideration

Commence cooling 

of burned area

Minimum of 20 minutes 

(avoid hypothermia)

Consider advanced airwayConsider advanced airway

Administer prescribed fluid 

therapy based upon TBSA%

Administer prescribed fluid 

therapy based upon TBSA%

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Apply Trauma

Management Principles

Apply Trauma

Management Principles

Apply damp, sterile dressings 

post 20-mins active cooling

Establish IV accessEstablish IV access
Perform 

Vital Sign Survey

Perform 

Vital Sign Survey

Apply cardiac monitoringApply cardiac monitoring

Administer pain reliefAdminister pain reliefAdminister pain relief Administer pain relief 

Manage traumaManage trauma Perform Secondary SurveyPerform Secondary Survey

Remove clothing and jewellery 

unless adhered to wound

Assess 

Total Burns Surface Area (%)

Ventilate if necessaryVentilate if necessary

Administer oxygenAdminister oxygen

Note: Carbon monoxide inhalation may 

provide false SpO2 readings

Note: Carbon monoxide inhalation may 

provide false SpO2 readingsAdminister Salbutamol

as indicated

Administer Salbutamol

as indicated

Burns Unit Bypass Criteria:

• ≥ 10% TBSA burnt

• Airway burns

• Burns to face, hands, feet, 

perineum, genitalia

Transport direct to Burns Unit where appropriate (see above right).

Patients with significant major trauma should be taken direct to trauma centre as per Major Trauma Guidelines.

Transport direct to Burns Unit where appropriate (see above right).

Patients with significant major trauma should be taken direct to trauma centre as per Major Trauma Guidelines.

Time Critical: 

Transport Priority 1

Patient Stable: Transport

via normal road conditions

Burns Unit:

Adult ( ≥ 16 years):

Fiona Stanley Hospital (FSH)

Paediatrics: ( < 16 years):

Perth Children's Hospital (PCH)
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