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Primary Care

Advanced Care

Intermediate Care

Critical Care

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED

Spinal Trauma

SPINAL TRAUMA 

SUSPECTED

Time Critical: 

Transport Priority 1

Patient Stable: Transport

via normal road conditions

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Monitor closely

Record observations

Stable: Every 10 minutes

Time Critical: Every 5 minutes.

Transport to appropriate facility as per Major Trauma GuidelinesTransport to appropriate facility as per Major Trauma Guidelines

Commence CPR

if no signs of life

Commence CPR

if no signs of life

NOT INDICATED

SPEED AssessmentSPEED Assessment

Employ spinal precautions

Semi-rigid collar or lanyard

Employ spinal precautions

Semi-rigid collar or lanyard

Administer ondansetronAdminister ondansetronConsider pain relief Consider pain relief 

• Altered mental status• Altered mental status

• Intoxicated / drug affected• Intoxicated / drug affected

• Midline cervical tenderness• Midline cervical tenderness

• Focal neurological deficit• Focal neurological deficit

• Distracting injury• Distracting injury

NEXUS CDRNEXUS CDR
Spinal 

Precautions
INDICATED

Ventilate if necessaryVentilate if necessary

Apply cardiac monitoringApply cardiac monitoring

Manage traumaManage trauma Manage neurogenic shockManage neurogenic shock

Consider manual inline 

stabilisation

Consider manual inline 

stabilisation

PRIMARY SURVEY

with c-spine consideration

PRIMARY SURVEY

with c-spine consideration

Administer:

Oxygen if indicated

Administer:

Oxygen if indicated

Apply Trauma

Management Principles

Apply Trauma

Management Principles

Perform 

Vital Sign Survey

Perform 

Vital Sign Survey

Perform Secondary

& CNS Survey

Perform Secondary

& CNS Survey
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